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Job Description 
 
 

POST TITLE  Senior Scientist  
 
DESCRIPTION 

 
The Senior Scientist plays a leading role in day-to-day scientific activities at XCellR8, 
overseeing contract studies and research and development carried out in our in vitro 
laboratory. Senior Scientists ensure that the relevant scientific, administrative and 
regulatory aspects of these studies are controlled and delivered in line with our SOPs and 
timelines. Those in this position work closely with many team members including 
Scientists, QA, technical and commercial staff, as well as engaging with our clients, 
partners and suppliers to design and deliver in vitro studies and R&D projects 
demonstrating the safety and efficacy of products and ingredients. Acting as a Study 
Director for Good Laboratory Practice (GLP) studies, they will oversee studies from 
beginning to end, ensuring GLP compliance and robust scientific outcomes. Senior 
Scientists may have line management responsibilities. Leadership, organisation and 
communication skills are important, as well as acting as a positive role model and 
ambassador for our company values, including external presentation of our scientific work.  
Through their daily contribution, our Senior Scientists play an active role in the pursuit of 
XCellR8’s mission to accelerate the world’s transition to 100% animal-free testing. 
 
 
KEY ACCOUNTABILITIES/RESPONSIBILITIES 

 

• Oversee, and occasionally where required, carry out in vitro regulatory and non-
regulatory studies within the XCellR8 lab. 

• Design and approve study plans and oversee data collection, analysis and reporting. 

• Communicate with Sponsor regarding aspects of contract studies including planning, 
discussion of results and finalisation of reports. 

• Communicate and collaborate with QA throughout GLP studies. 

• Request and coordinate resources such as personnel, equipment and facilities and 
ensure that all testing materials and the test item are available to enable the proper 
conduct of a study. 

• Ensure that procedures specified in the study plan are followed. Assess and 
document any deviations along with their impact on the quality and integrity of the 
study. 

• Produce, sign and date the final report to indicate acceptance of responsibility for the 
validity of the data and compliance with GLP. 

• Ensure study data is archived in line with our archiving SOP and timelines. 

• Plan and implement non-regulatory studies using our established methods and 
design bespoke protocols where required. 

• Contribute to the expansion of our portfolio of services by overseeing the 
implementation new tests and approaches. 

• Contribute to our R&D projects. 

• Develop an in-depth understanding of the science behind all methods used, through 
reading, web research, internal training and webinars and – when opportunities arise 
– external conferences. 

• Research new ideas, encouraging scientific discussion and debate within the team.  

• Contribute to training other team members where required including Scientists. 
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• If line managing Scientists: comply with our leadership values and commit to 
continuous improvement as a leader within the business. 

• Integrate fully as a team member of XCellR8 and display flexibility to contribute to 
other tasks as appropriate. 

• Put forward ideas for our constant improvement as an organisation and team. 

• Carry out all aspects of the role in line with XCellR8’s values. 
 
 
MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS – EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 
 
• PhD graduate with a minimum of 2 years’ post-doctoral work experience (preferable) 

or graduate in a Life Science subject with minimum 5 years’ prior experience 
(considered). 

• Extensive experience in cell culture and other in vitro techniques, ideally within the field 
of in vitro toxicology. 

• Experience in a regulated environment (GLP, ISO) (preferable). 
• Proven ability to comprehend and scrupulously implement the Study Director 

requirements of GLP (preferable). 
• Strong data analysis and technical skills. 
• Commitment to the development and implementation of human-relevant, scientifically 

advanced approaches to safety testing without the use of animals. 
• Accomplished communicator who operates collaboratively and is an effective team 

player. 
• Self-motivated, analytical thinker who can manage priorities, problem-solve and deliver 

on actions. 
• Prior experience in a scientific supervisory position (preferable). 
• Proficiency in MS Office applications including Microsoft Excel. 

ABOUT US 

We’re XCellR8, an award-winning organisation that is dedicated to developing animal-free 
testing solutions for the cosmetics and chemical industries. 

We’re committed to Xcellence, being Xtraordinary, Xemplary and going the Xtra mile to 
achieve outstanding results. We are now seeking a Senior Scientist to join us at the 
prestigious National Innovation Campus at Sci-Tech Daresbury and support the day-to-
day scientific activities of our laboratory. 

THE BENEFITS 

• 25 days' holiday per year 

• Company pension 

• Personal development plans and regular appraisals 

• Access to high-quality training and development 

• Time devoted to supporting corporate charity efforts 

• Team nights out and celebrations 

• Wellbeing initiatives including free fruit in the office 

Born from a great idea and a passion for animal welfare, XCellR8 has become a world 
leader in our field and we’re constantly pushing boundaries to find animal-free, cutting-
edge testing solutions. 
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We provide the ideal environment in which to progress your scientific career. With a 
reputation for our innovative approach, we have a Good Laboratory Practice certification, 
as well as a number of awards for our pioneering work. 

Here, you will have the chance to help develop exciting new scientific techniques, work 
with some of the world’s top cosmetic brands and help to protect human safety. 

So, if you want to contribute to important work that’s providing a more ethical and 
scientifically advanced alternative to animal testing, we want to hear from you. 

All applications for the position of Senior Scientist to be submitted to info@x-cellr8.com 

mailto:info@x-cellr8.com

